TheCodys andTheir House.

The common ancestors of Frederick ¢
Cody and the famous
Beverly, Massachuset
Phillipe Le Caude (whose name was spelled
numerous ways in old records) and Martha |
Broq werefrom the Channel Islands of Jerse' "¢
and Guernsey, famous for their dairy cattle. | g
is likely that some members of the extended
family sided with the British during the
American Revolution, as some of the
foll owing generation
Bi | | thes, werefbarn in Canada.
Frederick s par ent s, irhEoieve
County, New York, near Buffalayhere he
was bornabout 1851. His parents were
Alonzo Cody and his wife, Fanni€rederick
was the oldest of three sons and there were
apparently thee older sisters. During the Sketch by Rachael Bachrach c. 198
18606s the famil ysettimggr at ed t o MiIchri gan,
in Genesee County.

The Cody farm was in a rural township known as Vienna. In the nearby city of
Flushing, avealthy landownenamed Azariah S. Partridge constructed a unique
mansion, known as the Octagon House. There was an old Scottish legend about a similar
structure, built by John O6Groats at the nor
house with eight sides, eight doors, and an esgted table, the medievelan chief
hoped to avoid fights over precedence among his followers, as all could enter at the same
time and none would be seated at the head of the table. Itis likely, however, that
Partridge was more directly influenced
by the ideas of Orson S. Fowle
expressed inan 1848 babi T h e
Octagon Houseo, A
According to a local newspaper, the  §
Partridge house,
popular place, known throughout this
section because of R

Frederick Cody married a local i b -4 “ -
girl, Alta Etta Ray. The couple e (e
apparently moved frequently. A son, it it it
Lynn, was born in lowa, in 1878, while | Partridge House, Flushiniichigan
daughter Edna was born in Michigan,
three years later. Various articles indicate that Frederick was a practical chemist and
assayer, who prpered hrough manufacturing, mining, and real estatecording to the
SantaCruzSuif n 1901, when the Codys moved to Ben
Connecticut man at the start, but has busine




likely that he was inveled in the brass industry, given his skill set and the location of his
workplaces.

Early Ben Lomond.

Originally the site of several pioneer sawmills, the town of Ben Lomond was laid
out in 1887 by J. P. Pierce, a lumberman from Santa Clara countywvieal most of
the | and between t odayWhentllFaton ardiPéscaderoand Br oo
Railroad was constructed in 1884, Pierce gave it rightsay on the condition that a
station be built in what is now Ben LomonHaving harvested much ofélocal timber,

Pierce, with the assistance of Thomas L. Bell-dwixled he area around his Pacific
Mill sand began construction of
businesses and homes.

In January, 1889, theurf
published an article on the venture,
under the headingi Be n L oAmc
Wandering Reporter Discovers a New
Town in the Heart

A T ISerfrepresentative was
fortunate in finding here Mr. J P.
Pierce, President of the Ben Lomond
Land and Lumber Company and own B
of vast tracts of land here and hereabout. malctonversatlon divulged Pacific
the fact that our reporter had not gone far astray in calling this a trip o] Mills
discovery. The most important find is that a town site is really being I§ ¢. 1887
out here, where Nature has provided the only open tract of ground lar
enowh for a town between the villages of Felton and Bouldée new village will be
appropriately called Ben Lomond, since it stands at the foot, and in full view of a great
shoulder of that mountain and connected with, the summit by the shortest graalg lead
up the ascentThe railway station, Post Office, telegraph, and express office are already
here, as well as the store, boarding houses, employees cottages and other appurtenances
of the sawmill which has been established here for several yeardsama, 2w cottages
occupied as summer residences. 0

The town planners hoped to wifias $
win a reputation as a resort for summ
visitors from San Francisco and
Oakland. As noted by the reporter:
fOne of the prettiest locations in the
village has been reserved fo hotel
site. Itis a roomy, wooded knoll,
sloping downward to the San Lorenzg
on one side, quite convenient to its
railroad station and commanding
picturesque mountain and valley \ A
views. The site with abundance of [N ST
water will be given to any proper and




competent party who will build a suitable hotel theréon. As it happened,
took on the project themselves,
completing the building in 1890, anc
leasing it out.

In April, 1891, theSurf
provided the following information
inan articleenti| ed AHo!
Lomondo: Al n
be found an advertisement for the S ‘
Hotel Ben Lomond. The hotel is on* s\ 4 \/,, VA
the railroad or at least so near it tha W '
a conveyance is not necessary. A X
beautiful grove of trees is on the '« _
ground and hammocks caa bwung \\ N
and life taken easily there. Itisa S\ooe =S8
pleasant distance from Santa Cruz : =5
for a charming ride, being but nine miles away. It is but three miles from the big trees,
which for pedestrians and in the mountain air is but a step. Two streams ofnajadr li
mountain water wind their way along near the hotel, and on their bank bath houses with
all conveniences, including swimming tanks, are erected.

The hotel is a large comfortable building, with a generous porch on all sides. The
dining room is a degjhtful place, being roomy and bright. The parlors are handsomely
furnished and very inviting. The bedrooms are all that can be desired and much more
than is really found at most summer resorts. In connection with the hotel are a number of
cottages andot the least in the list of attractions is the club house. Amusements of all
kind are furnished and everything to make them complete will be found in the club house.
The furnishings throughout the hotel and
club house are han| e S

That August, thedcal paper HOTEL BEN LOMOND

published a letter AN COTTAGES nglish
Girl o, a summer QU |[McConum & Douglas_ :- ¢ ¢ : Proprietor | | S &
very pretty place and in the garden there | s s aove s e s FocsTE I TS
are three cottages as well as the hotel. ﬁ’%»“fmifmﬁl}f?mm“ﬁw““ TR
There is a place to play croquet in and |
played it once. There are a lottcées in the garden as well. There i 1891 ad.
a nice creek and one day we went down there. There is a pond which'1
have seen and the men go in swimming. There is a mill pond, which logs used to be
pushed into, then taken out and sawed. 0
The town grew, but thibotel tended to operate in the red. After the first season,
Pierce and Bell had to sue their tenant for back rent. In 1895, entrepreneur D. W.
Johnston, whose connections in the lumber business encouraged a variety of real estate
ventures in the Santa @ area, purchased the Hotel, its surroundings, and the local
waterworks. Bell invested his earnings in a tract of land on the highway just south of
town and constructed a new resort, known as the Rowardennan Hotel, which opened in
1897. Both the Ben Loand and Rowardennan were rented out to experienced hotel
keepers, but in 1899, both tenants teftn quietly at the end of the season, leaving a

Pi



large number of unpaid bills. The next lessee of the Rowardennan was a local man
named Benjamin Dickinson, wipartially paid in real estaieseveral acres betweéme
resort and the San Lorenzo Riv@®ickinson and his wife turned out to have a knack for
running the hotels and gained a following among summer guests.

1895 map
from
County
Records.
Future
location of
Cody
house at
word

i Beno,
lower left.

Cody Buys In.

On November 23, 1901, ttgarf reported that the Hotel Ben Lomond had
changed hands. AfDeeds were finally filed to
A. Cody the Ben Lomond Hotel property, together with the water works which supplies
the town, and the cottages and lots heregfovned by Mr. Johnston in Ben Lomond.

This deal has been fiondo for some time but
prevented its final consummation. The price paid is understood to be $20,000, part in
cash and part in property in the city of Fresno. Mhn¥ton came to Ben Lomond just
ten years ago when there were five houses in the place. Today the water system has sixty
customers and the resident population is not far from 600 in the winter. If the census was
taken in July there would be about 2000. 0

C o d ynove to California may have been encouraged by his relatikiss

brother Abram was a | awyer in S. F., and hi s

sampling California cli B8afaddedf amMmétdieonried

for a time and has great faith in the future of that city, but the soft, salubrious atmosphere

of the coast mountains appeals to him with more persuasion for a home, and hence he is

here. Just what his plans are in regard to the hotel he is not quite decidée, wilit

make I mprovements to the water system at onc
The new owner began work on his properties quickly. On his visits to Ben

Lomond, Johnston had |ived in ASunnysideo, a

entrance. Two weeks after his arrival, Meuntain Echor e por t e A.Codigiat i

building an addition and otherwise improving the Johnston cattalgamuary, 1902
brought news that: AFrederick A. Cody, the n
Works has a force of men at work enlarging angroving the plant. An extra large new



tank is being put at the source of the water supply on Marshall Creek and a six inch main
is to be laid from there to the branch lines in town. These and other improvements will
greatly increase the water supply domohg it right up to the needs of the present greater
Ben Lomond. o

One of Codyods motives seems to have been
who had recently learned the plumbing trade. When the local Deputy Sheriff resigned
that January, byn R. Cody was named as his replacement. That summer, Cody put up a
new two story buildina in Ben Lomondés busin
district, which became the headquarters of his
sonds plumbing busine

Cody was also engaged in developing th &
vacant lots near the hotgdoperty. Land across
the tracks from the hotel was sold to C. P. Gilbe
and his wife, a San Francisco couple, who
constructed a summer cottage. The Gilberts m:
have been influenced by their daughter, Mrs. Gi
Earl, a frequent summer visitor to thenSa :
Lorenzo Valley. Their granddaughter, Alice Ear "%
Wilder, would play an important role in local
politics during the 1 d 660s.
summer homes were built by Cody for other couplese for the Perklns famlly, located

next to the Gilberh o u s e , and anot her for the Doudods of
a wellFknown actress and Mrs. Jack London.
There was a need for new BRI s 1 nions, oo

management at the end of August, 1902.
TheEchoreported on the 2%of that month
t h ahe praptietor, F. A. Cod is now
landlord of the Ben Lomond Hotel, the
lessees, Messrs. Barker and Hammond
having retired F cest of thé year, the
Hot el 6s ads ment ifioFn &
A. Cody &Asithk n&tos@ason
approached, however, it was learned that
Benjamin Dickinson had resigned his posmon as
manager of the Rowardennan and had taken a
similar job at the Hotel Ben Lomond.

At the end of May, th&chofeatured an
article on AProgressiyv
positive changesAtonedfe
the leading caravansaries, the Hotel Ben Lomond
we found mine host and hostess, Mr. and Mrs.
Benjamin Dickinson installed, with this noted
hostelry better prepared and equipped for the

has beerwompletely renovated outside and in, and much of it remodelg

and refurnished. The commodious new office and many new suites o entrance



rooms for family entertainment are particularly noticeable. This hotel has now over sixty
rooms at the command of guests dmnd,away as it is, in its deep bower of perennial
Santa Cruz mountain verdure, certainly no more cosy and restful place can be imagined
than this beautiful spot presents at the presentdime.

After a successful summer, Cody embarked on a new projestreciing a
house for his family aoss the tracks from the hotel, adjacent to the Gilbert house. The
Echo reported on the project | n BigHosisei ssue
in Ben Lomond. Being Builded for F. A. Cody by M. H. HopkinéiThe new residence
of Frederick A. Cody, in Ben Lomond, is nearing completion and is certainly one of the
finest improvements in that flourishing town. It is situated on Main street, near the upper
San Lorenzo river bridge, and occupies a commandinggusverlooking the river. It
is two stories in height and contains twelve pleasant, large rooms, besides bath rooms,
pantries, and many roomy closets. In the center of the building is a court that is open
from the skylights or windows in a centrablmut that extends above the upper story, to
a large living room on the lower floor, and which affords light and ventilation for this
important room. A feature of this room also is a mammoth fireplace, finished in
handsome tilings. The building was pladroy Mr. Cody himself, and is quite unique in
its arrangement and design. When completed the building will cost $5000. It is an
ornament and a credit to the town of Ben Lomond. Mr. Cody expects to move in to his
new house some time next month. Mr.Wl.Hopkins has charge of the erectadfrthe
buil ding. o

The design of
Codydés mansion bore a striking re
admired as a child.

of



Improvements and Swmdcks.
In August, 1904,
Cody joined with other
local business men to
promote a new project.
The San Francisco Call
was advi sed
Lomond is to have a big
amusement resort, and
Messrs. Jones, Elsom,
and Cody are to donate
land for a park, with a
150 foot frontage on Ben
Lomond avenue, Hotel Ben Lomond,, Be
extending to the creek. ' )
Inside the inclosure an elegant casino is to be built to contain refreshment rooms,
restaurant, dancing pavilion and antoglate theater. An immense dam is to be built
across theriver,th@at er s t o be used for generating | ic
It was hoped that work would begin quickly on gireposed parkout the plan
involved relocation of Mill street businesses from the riverside to the other side of the
street, and thiglea met with resistance from some locals.
Benjamin Dickinson left the hotel after the 1904 season to manage a group of
summer cottages on his own property. Codyobs
business school, had shown an interest in the lastahging its social schedule and
other events. Encouraged by her participation, F. A. Cody embarked on a new round of
improvements, apparently including the addition of a second story to the main hotel
building. In April, 1905, th&surfr e p o r t d@he finisthirg touchea are being put on
the new Ben Lomond Hotel, to be opened May 1 and managed by Frederick A. Cody,
assisted by E. B. Cody.
The hotel is most
delightfully situated,
commanding a magnificent
view of the surrounding
country. ltis a tw story
building, containing about
fifty or sixty large sleeping
apartments, all large, bright,
airy, and handsomely
furnished, being perfect in
every small detail. The entire
house is designed and will b¢
conducted on a plan to suit -
the most fastidiousFor the
amusement of guests billiard
and ball rooms, etc., willbe
always at their disposal. The

Hrver

Zorenzo

Sanborn Instance Map 1905 ASunnyside Cot




dining room is a noteworthy feature of the hotel, and is in keeping with the high order of
merit that distinguishes it in every department.

Miss Edna Cody &s put in much of her time during the past few months in
planning and arranging for the social doings at the hotel during the coming summer.

During the season, social dances will be giwv

September, 1905, brought news
t hat 0 F,.prophetor & Nesvy
Hotel Ben Lomond, has decided to
keep his hotel open the year aroand
fAiThis season has been a most
successful one, and tigairfthinks the
management is showing good
judgment in starting the winter resort E%as
idea in the gem mountain towand as S R
the hotel is modern in every respect, BESSEER SRS I e -
and well advertised, Mr. Cody should s o P
have no trouble in building up a good S FE o e T e
winter business. It seems, owe ro
that the business was not continued all winter, as Cody, his wife Alta, and daughter Edna,
spentat least a month vacationiog theFloridacoast Mrs. Cody was a senmvalid,
suffering from lameness, attributed to rheumatism, although a San Francisco chiropodist
would later decide she suffered from crushed insteps, attempting to solve the problem
with special shoes.

In April, 1906, as the Codys prepared for the upcoming season, the Bay Area was
rocked by a severe earthquake. | nEcdoe scri bin
reported a report from tH&en Lomond NewdiTo attempt to desitre the earthquake
that visited Central California is futile, but to begin the story locally and then branch out,
it would seem that there is hardly anything to say regarding our own little town, but to
mention the mere fact that damage done was pringipglfalling chimneys, and the
heaviest loser seems to be F. A. Cody of Hotel Ben Lomond in the result of falllng
chimneys. But it is remarkable how the hotel and = 3
cottages escaped in the manner they did. The room:
the most part are but little damagend in most of
them the plastering is even intact. Mr. Cody is right ¢
work adjusting things to their former shape. i

The local paper remained upbeat, believing th#
fleverything seems to be favorable for an unmolestec
season, as far as Ben Lomondasicerned, and as
many people will have to seek homes other than Sar | &=
Francisco, especially until its rehabilitation, it is natur | &
to presume that many will come to this place, where |?
they may rest in quietness and forget the calamities 1|&
have oertakent h e m. o

At the end of August, Edna B. Cody traveled t
San Luis Obispo, where she was married to a San
Francisco socialite named Harry A. Gasberg. The




location of the ceremony and the lack of local coverage suggest the possibility of an

elopement. twaannounced that F. A. Cody and wife w
be gone some mohtehsoed thatwasheseobnip had bee
account of other business, unti/l after Chris

The Cody children both visited Ben Lomond dhgyithe winter of 1907, but
neither showed interest in running the hotéis worth noting that although Edna Cody
Gasberg came down from San Francisco often, Mr. Gasberg did not accompany her.
Lynn Codyhad decided to abandon the plumbing businessdidichlture, moving to
Niles to learn the latter trade from a wiktlown nursery firm.Ednawas visiting her
parents in March when wet weather settled over Santa Cruz county. As the San Lorenzo
began to rise, the | ocalrsdHarryGashesgletanl umn was
Monday morning via stage for Santa Cruz wher
After a week of rain, the storm peaked on Saturday, March 23. According to the
Echa Abdut 7:30 the rain began to fall in torrents, and cmmd for aImost two hours.
The San Lorenzo, already high, bega; T
to rise, and in two hours had risen six
feet and overflowed its banks, floodin
Mill street, and doing much damage it
that part of town. The water flowed
all over EIlI somods
Chinese laundry, and in the Senate
saloon chairs, furniture, and kegs wer
floating about. The waters raged
through Mill street, and covered the
second step at Ph
hen houses belonging to Jack Hughe:
and Sam Kee, also those belonging t¢
Hartman and Jacobs went floating
down the river, and most of the
chickens were drowned. The barn belonging to Charles Hartman was carried down
stream and | odged back of Hammondds bl acks mi
Those who lived on the river side of the street tookgefuith kind friends and
neighbors until the storm abatedfter the waters abated, several boys caught trout in
Mill street. Many stood on the county bridge and watched the debris floating by. Huge
logs, bridge timbers, uprooted trees, syrup canschietten coops, all racing together
down the river and out to séa.
Fortunately, the Cody house and the Hotel Ben Lomond were located on high
ground, and fared better than the properties onlyavg Mill Street. As the summer of
1907 approached, tiechor an a speci al Ben INowritenpdof i ssue, r
Ben Lomond would be complete without the mention of the Hotel Ben Lomond, whose
proprietor is F. A. Cody. This hotel is very popular with summer visitors and has 100
nicely furnished rooms, afif them with running water and nearly half of them with baths
connected. Mr. Cody has electric lights and all the modern conveniences of a smart
hotel. There are nine cottages on the hotel grounds, and during the season the hotel is the
rendezvousofman of San Francisco andd the Bay Citie




In closing, however, it was noted that the hotel had taken on a new mar@ager
W. Dawson, fAan experienced hotel mano. Part
moving into the Cody house, and,onAgr 26, the | ocar.andaper repo
Mrs. F. A. Cody are now occupying Sunnyside Cottage, oppdsite e | Ben Lomondo.
The cottage had been home to their daughtémw, who rented a nearby cottage, known
a sArdem.

The earthquake had impactiée tourist trade by damaging several railroad
tunnels between San Jose and Santa Cruz At the beglnnlng of AugEsIhdm@med
that : nBen Lomon "

havelad a | arge numb
onthel?”, admitted th
Ben Lomond closed last week after a
short but busy season. Mr. and Mrs.
Dawson, the lessees, proved popular §
managers, but their patronage droppedss
off early and they deemed it bestdlose
accordingly . N A ¢
Meanwhi |l e, Frederick A. Codyos attention
Among his other assets was a tin mine in Old Mexico and he spent much of the summer
with an associate, C. M. Howard, experimenting with new techniques ofrefirtir. A
Howard was in the mining business in Wah n o Ecbaliant Was the first man to
make the cyanide process of treating gold ore commercially practical. He and Mr. Cody
may be seen frequently in their assay office, where Mr. Cody has aeassay s cal e s o
fine that it will weigh a pencil maré&.
In November, 1907, acting as proprietor of the Ben Lomond Water Works, F. A.
Cody announced rate hike. After Jan. 1, 1908, customers would be charged the following
rat es: A Ho us e peorhodth, with@ut batly and tbilet, $¥.25.aWith bath
and toilet, $1.50 per month. Summ(
months without bath and toilet, three |} £
months, $5; for the summer season | '- S
$8. With bath and toilet, $2.50 per
month, or $10 for the summer
season. Special rates faoigation
and other uses. o0
theEchoment i oned t h
Cody, proprietor of the Hotel Ben
Lomond, has returned after a
business trip to San Joseo.
It turned out that the San Jose business involved real estate. On Jan. 11, 1908, the
Echo reported the sale of the Ben Lomond Hot
Fruit Ranch at Saratoga. Scott and Son, the New Owners, Will Make Extensive
| mprovement so. AnF. A. Cody of Ben Lomond, h
one of thdargest and best hotels in the Santa Cruz Mountains, to A. L. Scott, of
Saratoga, an old hotel man, who with his father, Levi Scott of Los Angeles, will run the

Potel
2Ben
Lomond




hotel as an althe-yearround resort. In the deal, Mr. Cody gets the walbwn Scott

fruit and vineyard ranch of 155 acres, near the town of Saratoga, and right on the line of

the San Jose and Los Gatos Interurban railroad. This place he will convert into a nursery

farm, with his son L. R. Cody, who is a practical nurseryman, in charge
Atthesame ti me it was announced that AF. A.

secured a big mining concession in Old Mexico from President Diaz, will shortly leave

for the South, in company with A. F. Stevens, the Idaho mining engineer who has his

home in Ben Lmond, to investigate the possibilities of a new method of smelting tin,

which is the met al | argely found on Mr. Cody
Mr. Cody, who is a practical chemist and assayer, has spent several months in his

laboratory at Ben Lomond on geriments in tin smelting and he has at last found a

process which he believes will double the product secured by the gpounidg

met hods used for hundreds of years by the Me
Cody and another mining engineer left for Mexico in the middle afalgn On

February 1, the new proprietors of the Hotel Ben Lomond arrived to take possession of

the business. At the same time, members of the Scott family took up residence in the

Cody house. At that time, Mrs. Lynn Cody and her mother, the last fareitybers in

Ben Lomond, l eft town Afor the new home of t

The Scotts promised to fispend a | ot of mo
was | earned that dALevi Scott, proprietor of
fixednear the annex, preparatory to putting his

the financial expectations of the proprietors were oveptymistic, andheir tenure
lasted only two years.

Frederick Cody spent parts of the next two years pursusngterests in Mexico,
but returned to Ben Lomond from time to time to look after the local water works. Old
tenant® the Perkins and Doud famili@soffered to buy their summer homes, which had
previously been rental
units, providing
additional income for
his ventures.

In July, 1910,
the local item column
of theSanta Cruz
Evening Newsoted
that Cody had once
again left Ben ;
Lomond for Mexico.

He apparently had not returned that September, when the Ben Lomond Improvement

Club di scussedstios,ubijneccltusdionfg ifnttheer ewat er ques
discussion by the members it was decided that the secretary write to Mr. Cody

acquainting him with the complaints of the customers and leakage of pipes and ask him

to look into the matter and give BenLonton b et t er ser vi ce. O

During the first week of October, Buffalo
Cruz for fAone day onl yo. It was the veteran
for local families. Onthe® t he Echo obser velidayforthaBeni Monday
Lomond school children on account of the Buf




There is no evidence that F. A. Cody attended the,_. ... ... F—
performancd he may have still been in Old o ksl
Mexico. His businesthere was about to be Hotel ...
concluded the Surfof November 22, reporting

that @ARevolution has lBenLOmond Mexi coo,

causing the resignation of President Diaz. And
At the end of October, former hotel Cottages ...
proprietor Levi Scott came to Ben Lomond to SANTA CRUZ COUNTY, CAL.
S up er ihemevimglof sbrhe of his house Entire change of owners and management.
hold goalsd. The hotel property was sold to a EN LOMOND stande pio-aminest veiing i -
| OC8.| m| ni ster , ReV. f ngwncdpl{agurf-andhculthresort.sofourgiftcdDdyﬁs hous
. . state, situated as it is in the heart of the picturesque Santa
sold to a relative, A. L. Scott of San FrancisCo,  Cruz meustains on the bank of the lovely San Lorenzo
who advised | ocal resipsSponeymueibduiesds  [was ver
much interested in the proposed park and madenghe_ Ben Lomond Hotel 1nd Cotages are admiraly
. - in keeping wil elr surroundings; am ave all modem
substantial donationa r d  t he S & M Gy detic lohe rmig v i il
also willing to hel@ agreeing to move his i s .;Le‘ifﬁn;“ﬁmnﬂ:ﬁ"ﬁ;"fxl'?m@f
business building so a riverfront building could b " S E0 -
shifted to make space for a new town library. ‘e e ciing of et Hoeyen sot anly b foc
Although Lynn COdy was SucceSSfL” In hl‘L o;' :tcL;:d au:;;nd.slag:exc.lmiotso‘ﬁi’:in:“;f iJn-
new career, eventually becoming Horticultural e sich s the Big Basin goverment reservation, the
L. giant redwoods, powder mill canyon, the wonderful fish
Commissioner for Santa Clara county, the elder ey, whee milioss of st s yealy propagated: Ad
an 0 Dan! ruz, where sea and var use-
Codys soon moved away from Saratoga, ments may be wioy;:- ot sl | C
relocating in Madera. Most of their ranch, KNnOW it s @ emvilesei | 1977
as Bonnie Brae, was purchased by James D. @ Dencine ey veaing fo xcellent musc.
! . q Te;ms.gl.SDFpn dgxkd,“ udslp pevs\(v)e:L Special
Phelap, the millionaire former mayor of San s ;?Og,ﬁb;':f m%ﬁg;&- gy
Francisco, who constructed a granthBsKnown s f s s iy 1o M
~ V . | I a MO n t a I VO (\) 0 ’deowmndwuu.3:27u.m..an42:27p.n..0|k|lndpier.
as nwvi nte Chatfield & Kasparek, Props.
Alta Etta Cody was in failing health, and
after a year of treatments, died at her daug
Aabout 570. MdéuatairoEchb iShiggvastwell knotvrein Santa Cruand
of a sweet disposition, endearing herself to all who knew her
After sever al more changes in ownership,

the groundo i n ThaalaimbellMasrundia fewnbhudte$ past nifie

o 0 ¢ b, repoked théecho, anid soon plenty of helpers were on the grounds. The fire
started in the west wing, and had gained such headway that nothing could be done to save
the building. But willing hands carried out the furniture and piano. By working hard the

cottages ath outbuildings were also saued

AWhen discovered the whole interior was a seething fire and it was impossible to
save the structuéeadded theSurf fias such headway had already been gained. The main

hotel building was a two story structure and corgdithe office, large living room,

kitchen, dining room, and a large number of chambers for guésesorigin of the fire is
not known. The hotel was situated on an eminence amidst a beautiful grove of redwoods
and madrone ¢es. It was the first hotbluilt there and was erected by the Pierces of

Santa Clara. It was located east of the railroad tracks near the San Lorenzo river, some of

the cottages facing on this stream, and the hotel had been enlarged and improved time,
time again.Many different peple have had it in charge at different times, including J. J.



C. Leonard of Hotel St. George, J. t. Sullivan, formerly of the Sea Beach, Ben].
Dickinson, and F. A. Cody. Mr. Cody, who owned the property and conducted the hotel
for several years and saldo the present owners, made many improvements there,
including a large summer residence for his fanily.
A short time later, it was learned that the owners of the hotel had been arrested,
fAccused of a Plot to Destroy HabelAfter being shorchangedthe arsonist admitted
that he had been offered $5000 to burn the hotel for the insurance, but had been short
¢ h a n gWaltter Everttin, formerly of Fresno, confessed that he poured coal oil on the
stairs, lighted a candle, wrapped cotton around thernattdhe tallow stick, went to a
nei ghboroés and played cards and the hotel b u
F. A. Cody, still the proprietor of the Ben Lomond Water Works, returned to town
in May. He wanted to increase water rates and install meters, and was requipeehto ap
at a hearing before the Railroad Commission, predecessor of the Public Utilities
Commi ssi on. The Echo observed théveater when Co
consumers were given a chance to make any complaints, and many availed themselves of
the opportunity to do so. Before the end of 1914, he sold
Oakland.
The local papers did not note the passing of the former hotel proprietor, but Cody
was apparently still active in 1922, when the following bit of verse apdearthe
Sausalito News
ASmarty.
There is a man in our town
Much wiser than his sires;
He ran into a bramble bush
And punctured all four tires.

And when he saw his tires were wrecked,

With all his might and main

He ran into a rubber plant

Andhal t hem fi xed again. o
F. A. Cody

Sanborn
Insurance
map from
1928 shows
(top row
from left)
Cody,
Gilbert, and
Perkins
homes.




