
The Codys and Their House. 
 

 The common ancestors of Frederick A. 

Cody and the famous ñBuffalo Billò settled in 

Beverly, Massachusetts during the 1690ôs.  

Phillipe Le Caude (whose name was spelled in 

numerous ways in old records) and Martha Le 

Broq were from the Channel Islands of Jersey 

and Guernsey, famous for their dairy cattle.  It 

is likely that some members of the extended 

family sided with the British during the 

American Revolution, as some of the 

following generation, including ñBuffalo 

Billôsò father, were born in Canada.  

Frederickôs parents, however, located in Erie 

County, New York, near Buffalo, where he 

was born, about 1851.  His parents were 

Alonzo Cody and his wife, Fannie. Frederick 

was the oldest of three sons and there were 

apparently three older sisters.  During the 

1860ôs the family migrated to Michigan, settling 

in Genesee County. 

 The Cody farm was in a rural township known as Vienna.  In the nearby city of 

Flushing, a wealthy landowner named Azariah S. Partridge constructed a unique 

mansion, known as the Octagon House.  There was an old Scottish legend about a similar 

structure, built by John OôGroats at the northeast tip of that country.  By constructing his 

house with eight sides, eight doors, and an eight-sided table, the medieval clan chief 

hoped to avoid fights over precedence among his followers, as all could enter at the same 

time and none would be seated at the head of the table.  It is likely, however, that 

Partridge was more directly influenced 

by the ideas of Orson S. Fowler, 

expressed in an 1848 bookðñThe 

Octagon Houseò, A Home For All.  

According to a local newspaper, the 

Partridge house, built about 1850, ñwas a 

popular place, known throughout this 

section because of its unusual shapeò. 

 Frederick Cody married a local 

girl, Alta Etta Ray.  The couple 

apparently moved frequently.  A son, 

Lynn, was born in Iowa, in 1878, while 

daughter Edna was born in Michigan, 

three years later.  Various articles indicate that Frederick was a practical chemist and 

assayer, who prospered through manufacturing, mining, and real estate.  According to the 

Santa Cruz Surf in 1901, when the Codys moved to Ben Lomond: ñMr. Cody is a 

Connecticut man at the start, but has business interests in Chicago and in Mexicoò.  It is 
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likely that he was involved in the brass industry, given his skill set and the location of his 

workplaces.   

 

Early Ben Lomond. 

 Originally the site of several pioneer sawmills, the town of Ben Lomond was laid 

out in 1887 by J. P. Pierce, a lumberman from Santa Clara county, who owned most of 

the land between todayôs Glen Arbor and Brookdale.  When the Felton and Pescadero 

Railroad was constructed in 1884, Pierce gave it rights-of-way on the condition that a 

station be built in what is now Ben Lomond.  Having harvested much of the local timber, 

Pierce, with the assistance of Thomas L. Bell, sub-divided the area around his Pacific 

Mill s and began construction of 

businesses and homes. 

 In January, 1889, the Surf 

published an article on the venture, 

under the heading-- ñBen Lomond.  A 

Wandering Reporter Discovers a New 

Town in the Heart of the Hillsò: 

 ñThe Surf representative was 

fortunate in finding here Mr. J P. 

Pierce, President of the Ben Lomond 

Land and Lumber Company and owner 

of vast tracts of land here and hereabout.  A little conversation divulged 

the fact that our reporter had not gone far astray in calling this a trip of 

discovery.  The most important find is that a town site is really being laid 

out here, where Nature has provided the only open tract of ground large 

enough for a town between the villages of Felton and Boulder.  The new village will be 

appropriately called Ben Lomond, since it stands at the foot, and in full view of a great 

shoulder of that mountain and connected with, the summit by the shortest grade leading 

up the ascent.   The railway station, Post Office, telegraph, and express office are already 

here, as well as the store, boarding houses, employees cottages and other appurtenances 

of the sawmill which has been established here for several years and, also, a few cottages 

occupied as summer residences.ò 

 The town planners hoped to 

win a reputation as a resort for summer 

visitors from San Francisco and 

Oakland.  As noted by the reporter:  

ñOne of the prettiest locations in the 

village has been reserved for a hotel 

site.  It is a roomy, wooded knoll, 

sloping downward to the San Lorenzo 

on one side, quite convenient to its 

railroad station and commanding 

picturesque mountain and valley 

views.  The site with abundance of 

water will be given to any proper and 
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competent party who will build a suitable hotel thereon.ò  As it happened, Pierce and Bell 

took on the project themselves, 

completing the building in 1890, and 

leasing it out. 

 In April, 1891, the Surf 

provided the following information 

in an article entitled ñHo! For Ben 

Lomondò:  ñIn another column will 

be found an advertisement for the 

Hotel Ben Lomond.  The hotel is on 

the railroad or at least so near it that 

a conveyance is not necessary.  A 

beautiful grove of trees is on the 

ground and hammocks can be swung 

and life taken easily there.  It is a 

pleasant distance from Santa Cruz 

for a charming ride, being but nine miles away.  It is but three miles from the big trees, 

which for pedestrians and in the mountain air is but a step.  Two streams of clear limpid 

mountain water wind their way along near the hotel, and on their bank bath houses with 

all conveniences, including swimming tanks, are erected. 

 The hotel is a large comfortable building, with a generous porch on all sides.  The 

dining room is a delightful place, being roomy and bright.  The parlors are  handsomely 

furnished and very inviting.  The bedrooms are all that can be desired and much more 

than is really found at most summer resorts.  In connection with the hotel are a number of 

cottages and not the least in the list of attractions is the club house.  Amusements of all 

kind are furnished and everything to make them complete will be found in the club house.  

The furnishings throughout the hotel and 

club house are handsome.ò 

 That August, the local paper 

published a letter from ñA Little English 

Girlò, a summer guest.  ñBen Lomond is a 

very pretty place and in the garden there 

are three cottages as well as the hotel.  

There is a place to play croquet in and I 

played it once.  There are a lot of trees in the garden as well.  There is 

a nice creek and one day we went down there.  There is a pond which I 

have seen and the men go in swimming.  There is a mill pond, which logs used to be 

pushed into, then taken out and sawed.ò 

 The town grew, but the hotel tended to operate in the red.  After the first season, 

Pierce and Bell had to sue their tenant for back rent.  In 1895, entrepreneur D. W. 

Johnston, whose connections in the lumber business encouraged a variety of real estate 

ventures in the Santa Cruz area, purchased the Hotel, its surroundings, and the local 

waterworks.  Bell invested his earnings in a tract of land on the highway just south of 

town and constructed a new resort, known as the Rowardennan Hotel, which opened in 

1897.  Both the Ben Lomond and Rowardennan were rented out to experienced hotel-

keepers, but in 1899, both tenants left town quietly at the end of the season, leaving a 
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large number of unpaid bills.  The next lessee of the Rowardennan was a local man 

named Benjamin Dickinson, who partially paid in real estateðseveral acres between the 

resort and the San Lorenzo River.  Dickinson and his wife turned out to have a knack for 

running the hotels and gained a following among summer guests. 

 

Cody Buys In. 

 On November 23, 1901, the Surf reported that the Hotel Ben Lomond had 

changed hands.  ñDeeds were finally filed today by which D. W. Johnston conveys to F. 

A. Cody the Ben Lomond Hotel property, together with the water works which supplies 

the town, and the cottages and lots heretofore owned by Mr. Johnston in Ben Lomond. 

 This deal has been ñonò for some time but delay in perfecting papers has 

prevented its final consummation.  The price paid is understood to be $20,000, part in 

cash and part in property in the city of Fresno.  Mr. Johnston came to Ben Lomond just 

ten years ago when there were five houses in the place.  Today the water system has sixty 

customers and the resident population is not far from 600 in the winter.  If the census was 

taken in July there would be about 2000.ò 

 Codyôs move to California may have been encouraged by his relativesðhis 

brother Abram was a lawyer in S. F., and his sister settled in Fresno.  ñHe has been 

sampling California climate off and on for ten yearsò, the Surf added.  ñHe tried Fresno 

for a time and has great faith in the future of that city, but the soft, salubrious atmosphere 

of the coast mountains appeals to him with more persuasion for a home, and hence he is 

here.  Just what his plans are in regard to the hotel he is not quite decided, but he will 

make improvements to the water system at once.ò 

 The new owner began work on his properties quickly.  On his visits to Ben 

Lomond, Johnston had lived in ñSunnysideò, a large cottage across from the hotel 

entrance.  Two weeks after his arrival, The Mountain Echo reported that ñF. A. Cody is 

building an addition and otherwise improving the Johnston cottageò.  January, 1902 

brought news that: ñFrederick A. Cody, the new proprietor of the Ben Lomond Water 

Works has a force of men at work enlarging and improving the plant.  An extra large new 
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tank is being put at the source of the water supply on Marshall Creek and a six inch main 

is to be laid from there to the branch lines in town.  These and other improvements will 

greatly increase the water supply and bring it right up to the needs of the present greater 

Ben Lomond.ò      

One of Codyôs motives seems to have been providing a position for his son, Lynn, 

who had recently learned the plumbing trade.  When the local Deputy Sheriff resigned 

that January, Lynn R. Cody was named as his replacement.  That summer, Cody put up a 

new two story building in Ben Lomondôs business 

district, which became the headquarters of his 

sonôs plumbing business. 

 Cody was also engaged in developing the 

vacant lots near the hotel property.  Land across 

the tracks from the hotel was sold to C. P. Gilbert 

and his wife, a San Francisco couple, who 

constructed a summer cottage.  The Gilberts may 

have been influenced by their daughter, Mrs. Guy 

Earl, a frequent summer visitor to the San 

Lorenzo Valley.  Their granddaughter, Alice Earl 

Wilder, would play an important role in local 

politics during the 1940ôs, ó50s, and ó60s.  Several 

summer homes were built by Cody for other couplesðone for the Perkins family, located 

next to the Gilbert house, and another for the Doudôs of Oakland, whose friends included 

a well-known actress and Mrs. Jack London.  

 There was a need for new 

management at the end of August, 1902.  

The Echo reported on the 23
rd

 of that month 

that ñthe proprietor, F. A. Cody, is now 

landlord of the Ben Lomond Hotel, the 

lessees, Messrs. Barker and Hammond 

having retired.ò  For the rest of the year, the 

Hotelôs ads mentioned that it was run by ñF. 

A. Cody and Sonò.  As the next season 

approached, however, it was learned that 

Benjamin Dickinson had resigned his position as 

manager of the Rowardennan and had taken a 

similar job at the Hotel Ben Lomond. 

 At the end of May, the Echo featured an 

article on ñProgressive Ben Lomondò, noting the 

positive changes made by the Codys.  ñAt one of 

the leading caravansaries, the Hotel Ben Lomond, 

we found mine host and hostess, Mr. and Mrs. 

Benjamin Dickinson installed, with this noted 

hostelry better prepared and equipped for the 

summer guest season than ever before.  This resort 

has been completely renovated outside and in, and much of it remodeled 

and refurnished.  The commodious new office and many new suites of 
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rooms for family entertainment are particularly noticeable.  This hotel has now over sixty 

rooms at the command of guests and, hid away as it is, in its deep bower of perennial 

Santa Cruz mountain verdure, certainly no more cosy and restful place can be imagined 

than this beautiful spot presents at the present time.ò  

 After a successful summer, Cody embarked on a new project, constructing a 

house for his family across the tracks from the hotel, adjacent to the Gilbert house.  The 

Echo reported on the project in its issue of Jan. 20, 1904, under the heading  ñBig House 

in Ben Lomond.  Being Builded for F. A. Cody by M. H. Hopkinsò.  ñThe new residence 

of Frederick A. Cody, in Ben Lomond, is nearing completion and is certainly one of the 

finest improvements in that flourishing town.  It is situated on Main street, near the upper 

San Lorenzo river bridge, and occupies a commanding position, overlooking the river.  It 

is two stories in height and contains twelve pleasant, large rooms, besides bath rooms, 

pantries, and many roomy closets.  In the center of the building is a court that is open 

from the skylights or windows in a central lookout that extends above the upper story, to 

a large living room on the lower floor, and which affords light and ventilation for this 

important room.  A feature of this room also is a mammoth fireplace, finished in 

handsome tilings.  The building was planned by Mr. Cody himself, and is quite unique in 

its arrangement and design.  When completed the building will cost $5000.  It is an 

ornament and a credit to the town of Ben Lomond.  Mr. Cody expects to move in to his 

new house some time next month.  Mr. M. H. Hopkins has charge of the erection of the 

building.ò

 
 The design of the house was ñquite uniqueò in the San Lorenzo Valley, but 

Codyôs mansion bore a striking resemblance to the Partridge House he had evidently 

admired as a child. 

 



Improvements and Setbacks. 

In August, 1904, 

Cody joined with other 

local business men to 

promote a new project.  

The San Francisco Call 

was advised that ñBen 

Lomond is to have a big 

amusement resort, and 

Messrs. Jones, Elsom, 

and Cody are to donate 

land for a park, with a 

150 foot frontage on Ben 

Lomond avenue, 

extending to the creek.  

Inside the inclosure an elegant casino is to be built to contain refreshment rooms, 

restaurant, dancing pavilion and an up-to-date theater.  An immense dam is to be built 

across the river, the waters to be used for generating light and for boating and bathing.ò 

 It was hoped that work would begin quickly on the proposed park, but the plan 

involved relocation of Mill street businesses from the riverside to the other side of the 

street, and this idea met with resistance from some locals. 

 Benjamin Dickinson left the hotel after the 1904 season to manage a group of 

summer cottages on his own property.  Codyôs daughter, Edna, a recent graduate of 

business school, had shown an interest in the hotel, arranging its social schedule and 

other events.  Encouraged by her participation, F. A. Cody embarked on a new round of 

improvements, apparently including the addition of a second story to the main hotel 

building.  In April, 1905, the Surf reported that: ñThe finishing touches are being put on 

the new Ben Lomond Hotel, to be opened May 1 and managed by Frederick A. Cody, 

assisted by E. B. Cody.   

 The hotel is most 

delightfully situated, 

commanding a magnificent 

view of the surrounding 

country.  It is a two story 

building, containing about 

fifty or sixty large sleeping 

apartments, all large, bright, 

airy, and handsomely 

furnished, being perfect in 

every small detail.  The entire 

house is designed and will be 

conducted on a plan to suit 

the most fastidious.  For the 

amusement of guests billiard 

and ball rooms, etc., will be 

always at their disposal.  The 
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dining room is a noteworthy feature of the hotel, and is in keeping with the high order of 

merit that distinguishes it in every department. 

 Miss Edna Cody has put in much of her time during the past few months in 

planning and arranging for the social doings at the hotel during the coming summer.  

During the season, social dances will be given in the club room.ò 

 September, 1905, brought news 

that ñF. A. Cody, proprietor of New 

Hotel Ben Lomond, has decided to 

keep his hotel open the year aroundò.  

ñThis season has been a most 

successful one, and the Surf thinks the 

management is showing good 

judgment in starting the winter resort 

idea in the gem mountain town, and as 

the hotel is modern in every respect, 

and well advertised, Mr. Cody should 

have no trouble in building up a good 

winter business.ò  It seems, however, 

that the business was not continued all winter, as Cody, his wife Alta, and daughter Edna, 

spent at least a month vacationing on the Florida coast.  Mrs. Cody was a semi-invalid, 

suffering from lameness, attributed to rheumatism, although a San Francisco chiropodist 

would later decide she suffered from crushed insteps, attempting to solve the problem 

with special shoes. 

 In April, 1906, as the Codys prepared for the upcoming season, the Bay Area was 

rocked by a severe earthquake.  In describing ñHow It Quaked in Other Placesò, the Echo 

reported a report from the Ben Lomond News.  ñTo attempt to describe the earthquake 

that visited Central California is futile, but to begin the story locally and then branch out, 

it would seem that there is hardly anything to say regarding our own little town, but to 

mention the mere fact that damage done was principally by falling chimneys, and the 

heaviest loser seems to be F. A. Cody of Hotel Ben Lomond, in the result of falling 

chimneys.  But it is remarkable how the hotel and 

cottages escaped in the manner they did.  The rooms for 

the most part are but little damaged, and in most of 

them the plastering is even intact.  Mr. Cody is right at 

work adjusting things to their former shape.ò  

 The local paper remained upbeat, believing that 

ñeverything seems to be favorable for an unmolested 

season, as far as Ben Lomond is concerned, and as 

many people will have to seek homes other than San 

Francisco, especially until its rehabilitation, it is natural 

to presume that many will come to this place, where 

they may rest in quietness and forget the calamities that 

have overtaken them.ò 

 At the end of August, Edna B. Cody traveled to 

San Luis Obispo, where she was married to a San 

Francisco socialite named Harry A. Gasberg.  The 



location of the ceremony and the lack of local coverage suggest the possibility of an 

elopement.  It was announced that F. A. Cody and wife would make an Eastern trip, ñto 

be gone some monthsò.  It was soon  learned that the trip had been postponed ñon 

account of other business, until after Christmas at leastò. 

 The Cody children both visited Ben Lomond during the winter of 1907, but 

neither showed interest in running the hotel.  It is worth noting that although Edna Cody 

Gasberg came down from San Francisco often, Mr. Gasberg did not accompany her. 

Lynn Cody had decided to abandon the plumbing business for horticulture, moving to 

Niles to learn the latter trade from a well-known nursery firm.  Edna was visiting her 

parents in March when wet weather settled over Santa Cruz county.  As the San Lorenzo 

began to rise, the local society column was notified that ñMrs. Harry Gasberg left on 

Monday morning via stage for Santa Cruz where she took the train for San Franciscoò. 

 After a week of rain, the storm peaked on Saturday, March 23.  According to the 

Echo: ñAbout 7:30 the rain began to fall in torrents, and continued for almost two hours.  

The San Lorenzo, already high, began 

to rise, and in two hours had risen six 

feet and overflowed its banks, flooding 

Mill street, and doing much damage in 

that part of town.   The water flowed 

all over Elsomôs stables and the 

Chinese laundry, and in the Senate 

saloon chairs, furniture, and kegs were 

floating about.  The waters raged 

through Mill street, and covered the 

second step at Phin. Hallôs store.  The 

hen houses belonging to Jack Hughes 

and Sam Kee, also those belonging to 

Hartman and Jacobs went floating 

down the river, and most of the 

chickens were drowned.  The barn belonging to Charles Hartman was carried down 

stream and lodged back of Hammondôs blacksmith shop. 

 Those who lived on the river side of the street took refuge with kind friends and 

neighbors until the storm abated.  After the waters abated, several boys caught trout in 

Mill street.  Many stood on the county bridge and watched the debris floating by.  Huge 

logs, bridge timbers, uprooted trees, syrup cans, and chicken coops, all racing together 

down the river and out to sea.ò 

 Fortunately, the Cody house and the Hotel Ben Lomond were located on high 

ground, and fared better than the properties on low-lying Mill Street.  As the summer of 

1907 approached, the Echo ran a special Ben Lomond issue, noting that ñNo write-up of 

Ben Lomond would be complete without the mention of the Hotel Ben Lomond, whose 

proprietor is F. A. Cody.  This hotel is very popular with summer visitors and has 100 

nicely furnished rooms, all of them with running water and nearly half of them with baths 

connected.  Mr. Cody has electric lights and all the modern conveniences of a smart 

hotel.  There are nine cottages on the hotel grounds, and during the season the hotel is the 

rendezvous of many of San Francisco and the Bay Citiesô best people.ò 



 In closing, however, it was noted that the hotel had taken on a new managerðC. 

W. Dawson, ñan experienced hotel manò.  Part of the deal involved the Dawson family 

moving into the Cody house, and, on April 26, the local paper reported that ñMr. and 

Mrs. F. A. Cody are now occupying Sunnyside Cottage, opposite Hotel Ben Lomondò.  

The cottage had been home to their daughter-in-law, who rented a nearby cottage, known 

as ñArdenò. 

 The earthquake had impacted the tourist trade by damaging several railroad 

tunnels between San Jose and Santa Cruz.  At the beginning of August, the Echo claimed 

that:  ñBen Lomond is having a good 

season despite the closing of the tunnels.  

The Rowardennan and the Ben Lomond 

have had a large number of guestsò, but 

on the 17
th
, admitted that: ñthe Hotel 

Ben Lomond closed last week after a 

short but busy season.  Mr. and Mrs. 

Dawson, the lessees, proved popular 

managers, but their patronage dropped 

off early and they deemed it best to close 

accordinglyò. 

 Meanwhile, Frederick A. Codyôs attention to local business was wavering.  

Among his other assets was a tin mine in Old Mexico and he spent much of the summer 

with an associate, C. M. Howard, experimenting with new techniques of refining.  ñMr. 

Howard was in the mining business in Utahò, noted the Echo, ñand was the first man to 

make the cyanide process of treating gold ore commercially practical.  He and Mr. Cody 

may be seen frequently in their assay office, where Mr. Cody has an assayerôs scale so 

fine that it will weigh a pencil mark.ò 

 In November, 1907, acting as proprietor of the Ben Lomond Water Works, F. A. 

Cody announced rate hike.  After Jan. 1, 1908, customers would be charged the following 

rates:  ñHousehold use by the year per month, without bath and toilet, $1.25.  With bath 

and toilet, $1.50 per month.  Summer 

months without bath and toilet, three 

months, $5; for the summer season, 

$8.  With bath and toilet, $2.50 per 

month, or $10 for the summer 

season.  Special rates for irrigation 

and other uses.ò  The same issue of 

the Echo mentioned that ñF. A. 

Cody, proprietor of the Hotel Ben 

Lomond, has returned after a 

business trip to San Joseò. 

 It turned out that the San Jose business involved real estate.  On Jan. 11, 1908, the 

Echo reported the sale of the Ben Lomond Hotel.  ñF. A. Cody Trades Place for a Big 

Fruit Ranch at Saratoga.  Scott and Son, the New Owners, Will Make Extensive 

Improvementsò.  ñF. A. Cody of Ben Lomond, has sold his Hotel Ben Lomond property, 

one of the largest and best hotels in the Santa Cruz Mountains, to A. L. Scott, of 

Saratoga, an old hotel man, who with his father, Levi Scott of Los Angeles, will run the 



hotel as an all-the-year-round resort.  In the deal, Mr. Cody gets the well-known Scott 

fruit and vineyard ranch of 155 acres, near the town of Saratoga, and right on the line of 

the San Jose and Los Gatos Interurban railroad.  This place he will convert into a nursery 

farm, with his son L. R. Cody, who is a practical nurseryman, in chargeò. 

At the same time it was announced that ñF. A. Cody of Ben Lomond, who has just 

secured a big mining concession in Old Mexico from President Diaz, will shortly leave 

for the South, in company with A. F. Stevens, the Idaho mining engineer who has his 

home in Ben Lomond, to investigate the possibilities of a new method of smelting tin, 

which is the metal largely found on Mr. Codyôs present property there. 

 Mr. Cody, who is a practical chemist and assayer, has spent several months in his 

laboratory at Ben Lomond on experiments in tin smelting and he has at last found a 

process which he believes will double the product secured by the ground-pouring 

methods used for hundreds of years by the Mexicans.ò 

 Cody and another mining engineer left for Mexico in the middle of January.  On 

February 1, the new proprietors of the Hotel Ben Lomond arrived to take possession of 

the business.  At the same time, members of the Scott family took up residence in the 

Cody house.  At that time, Mrs. Lynn Cody and her mother, the last family members in 

Ben Lomond, left town ñfor the new home of the Codys near Saratogaò. 

 The Scotts promised to ñspend a lot of money on improvementsò.  That spring, it 

was learned that ñLevi Scott, proprietor of the Hotel Ben Lomond is having the old dam 

fixed near the annex, preparatory to putting his boats in the riverò.  Once again, however, 

the financial expectations of the proprietors were overly-optimistic, and their tenure 

lasted only two years.  

 Frederick Cody spent parts of the next two years pursuing his interests in Mexico, 

but returned to Ben Lomond from time to time to look after the local water works.  Old 

tenantsðthe Perkins and Doud familiesðoffered to buy their summer homes, which had 

previously been rental 

units, providing 

additional income for 

his ventures. 

 In July, 1910, 

the local item column 

of the Santa Cruz 

Evening News noted 

that Cody had once 

again left Ben 

Lomond for Mexico.  

He apparently had not returned that September, when the Ben Lomond Improvement 

Club discussed ñsubjects of interestò, including ñthe water questionò.  ñAfter much 

discussion by the members it was decided that the secretary write to Mr. Cody 

acquainting him with the complaints of the customers and leakage of pipes and ask him 

to look into the matter and give Ben Lomond better service.ò 

 During the first week of October, Buffalo Billôs Wild West Show came to Santa 

Cruz for ñone day onlyò.  It was the veteran showmanôs farewell tour and a major event 

for local families.  On the 8
th
, the Echo observed that ñMonday was a holiday for the Ben 

Lomond school children on account of the Buffalo Bill show in Santa Cruz on that dayò.  



There is no evidence that F. A. Cody attended the 

performanceðhe may have still been in Old 

Mexico.  His business there was about to be 

concludedðthe Surf of November 22, reporting 

that ñRevolution has broken out in Mexicoò, 

causing the resignation of President Diaz. 

   At the end of October, former hotel 

proprietor Levi Scott came to Ben Lomond to 

superintend ñthe moving of some of his house 

hold goodsò.  The hotel property was sold to a 

local minister, Rev. Sowell, but Codyôs house was 

sold to a relative, A. L. Scott of San Francisco, 

who advised local residents that he ñwas very 

much interested in the proposed park and made a 

substantial donation toward the sameò.  Cody was 

also willing to helpðagreeing to move his 

business building so a riverfront building could be 

shifted to make space for a new town library. 

 Although Lynn Cody was successful in his 

new career, eventually becoming Horticultural 

Commissioner for Santa Clara county, the elder 

Codys soon moved away from Saratoga, 

relocating in Madera.  Most of their ranch, known 

as Bonnie Brae, was purchased by James D. 

Phelan, the millionaire former mayor of San 

Francisco, who constructed a grand estate known 

as ñVilla Montalvoò on the property. 

 Alta Etta Cody was in failing health, and 

after a year of treatments, died at her daughterôs Oakland home in December, 1912 aged 

ñabout 57ò.  According to the Mountain Echo: ñShe was well known in Santa Cruz, and 

of a sweet disposition, endearing herself to all who knew herò. 

 After several more changes in ownership, the Hotel Ben Lomond was ñburned to 

the groundò in early March, 1914.  ñThe alarm bell was rung a few minutes past nine 

oôclockò, reported the Echo, ñand soon plenty of helpers were on the grounds.  The fire 

started in the west wing, and had gained such headway that nothing could be done to save 

the building.   But willing hands carried out the furniture and piano.  By working hard the 

cottages and outbuildings were also savedò. 

 ñWhen discovered the whole interior was a seething fire and it was impossible to 

save the structureò, added the Surf, ñas such headway had already been gained.  The main 

hotel building was a two story structure and contained the office, large living room, 

kitchen, dining room, and a large number of chambers for guests.  The origin of the fire is 

not known.  The hotel was situated on an eminence amidst a beautiful grove of redwoods 

and madrone trees.  It was the first hotel built there and was erected by the Pierces of 

Santa Clara.  It was located east of the railroad tracks near the San Lorenzo river, some of 

the cottages facing on this stream, and the hotel had been enlarged and improved time, 

time again.  Many different people have had it in charge at different times, including J. J. 
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C. Leonard of Hotel St. George, J. t. Sullivan, formerly of the Sea Beach, Benj. 

Dickinson, and F. A. Cody.  Mr. Cody, who owned the property and conducted the hotel 

for several years and sold it to the present owners, made many improvements there, 

including a large summer residence for his family.ò 

 A short time later, it was learned that the owners of the hotel had been arrested, 

ñAccused of a Plot to Destroy Hotelò.  After being short-changed, the arsonist admitted 

that he had been offered $5000 to burn the hotel for the insurance, but had been short-

changed.  ñWalter Everton, formerly of Fresno, confessed that he poured coal oil on the 

stairs, lighted a candle, wrapped cotton around the bottom of the tallow stick, went to a 

neighborôs and played cards and the hotel burned down.ò 

 F. A. Cody, still the proprietor of the Ben Lomond Water Works, returned to town 

in May.  He wanted to increase water rates and install meters, and was required to appear 

at a hearing before the Railroad Commission, predecessor of the Public Utilities 

Commission.  The Echo observed that, when Codyôs application was heard, ñthe water 

consumers were given a chance to make any complaints, and many availed themselves of 

the opportunity to do so.ò  Before the end of 1914, he sold the utility to investors from 

Oakland. 

 The local papers did not note the passing of the former hotel proprietor, but Cody 

was apparently still active in 1922, when the following bit of verse appeared in the 

Sausalito News. 

 ñSmarty. 

 There is a man in our town 

 Much wiser than his sires; 

 He ran into a bramble bush 

 And punctured all four tires. 

 

And when he saw his tires were wrecked, 

 With all his might and main 

 He ran into a rubber plant 

 And had them fixed again.ò 

   F. A. Cody 
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